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II. Rent Regulation
A law of February 28, 1941, by a general measure prohibited all
increases of rent for living or commercial accommodation, except
in cases where the landlord has incurred expenditure for the direct
benefit of the tenant.
Various measures had preceded this law. Thus a decree of
July 7, 1940, had provided a moratorium for all rents then due
until November i; had reduced by three-quarters the rents of
mobilized soldiers and prisoners., with a postponement of payment
expiring six months after final release; and had similarly reduced
the rents of refugees whose houses were in a prohibited zone. A
law of November 25, 1940, provided for amicable or legal reduc-
tions for refugees whose furniture had remained in rented houses
in the occupied zone. A law of February 26, 1941, provided
terms of payment for working-class rents.
A law of July 16, 1940 (altered in August), again, permitted the
cancellation of tenancies contracted in the free zone by refugees
subsequently repatriated.
Finally we must note that a new law will presently take certain
measures in favour of war widows, demobilized soldiers, refugees,
and shopkeepers. It will also postpone certain graduated in-
creases, and will contain clauses tending to facilitate the upkeep
and improvement of house property.